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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT,  1907-1908 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Hobart  College: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees:— Almost  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  present 
administrative  officer  took  charge,  under  your  super- 
vision, of  the  affairs  of  Hobart  College  and,  as  we  now 
stand  upon  the  threshold  of  a  new  undertaking  as  well 
as  of  a  comparatively  extensive  enlargement  of  our 
educational  activities,  it  seems  not  unfitting  that  at 
such  a  juncture  the  President  of  the  College  should 
review  the  course  which  has  been  traveled  since  June, 
1903,  in  order  that  we  may  realize  the  position  we  at 
present  occupy,  take  true  account  of  our  academic  and 
financial  bearings  and  begin  to  provide  for  both  pro- 
spective and  immediate  needs.  My  report  will  there- 
fore deal  first  with  Past  and  Present  and  then  with  the 
Future. 

PAST  AND  PRESENT 

Four   years   ago   in   the   first   report    I 
The  submitted  for  your  consideration  I  gave 

Faculty  a  general  outline  of  the  policy  I  pro- 
posed to  pursue  and  enumerated  the 
chief  educational  and  material  needs  of  the  College. 
Concerning  the  necessary  additions  to  the  Faculty  I 
said,  'The  first  need  of  Hobart  from  an  educational 
point  of  view  is  an  enlargement  of  her  Faculty,  together 
with  increased  equipment  in  certain  departments 
already  established.  The  new  professorships  urgently 
demanded  are  those  of  Biology,  the  Romance  Languages 
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and  Economics."  ....  "In  addition  to  the  new 
professorships  the  completion  of  my  plan  will  also  involve 
four  fresh  instructors,  one  for  Chemistry,  one  for  Physics, 
one  for  Ancient  Languages,  and  one  for  Biology." 

Now  it  is  a  most  encouraging  fact,  and  one  we  ought 
to  take  note  of,  that,  with  the  exception  of  an  assistant 
in  Biology,  of  which  we  stand  in  no  immediate  want,  all 
these  additions  to  our  Faculty  have  either  been  already 
made  or  provided  for,  while  besides  these  an  assistant 
professor  of  Psychology  and  instructors  in  English  and 
the  Modern  Languages  have  been  established  on  the 
Smith  Foundation.  Instructors  in  Chemistry  and 
Physics  now  form  part  of  our  staff  and  the  Professor  of 
Romance  Languages  has  begun  his  work  among  us. 
Professors  of  Biology  and  Experimental  Physchology 
have  also  been  appointed  and  will  take  charge  of  the 
new  laboratories  in  the  William  Smith  Hall  of  Science. 
At  the  present  moment  I  am  busily  engaged  in  securing 
a  professor  of  Economics  and  Sociology  while  the  Pro- 
fessors of  English  and  the  Modern  Languages  have  been 
authorized  to  provide  themselves  with  instructors. 
Thus  our  teaching  force  either  has  been  increased  or 
will  be  increased  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  by  pro- 
fessors of  Biology,  Psychology,  Romance  Languages, 
and  Economics  and  Sociology  together  with  instructors 
in  Chemistry,  Physics,  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Lan- 
guages, and  English,  a  total  addition  in  four  years  and 
a  half  of  four  professors  and  five  assistants. 

Turning  from  the  Faculty  to  Grounds 

Grounds        and  Buildings,  the  College  has  acquired 

and  through  the  gift  of  Mr.  William  Smith 

Buildings       of     Geneva    the     Patterson    estate    of 

twenty-four  acres  and  through  the  gift 
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of  Mr.  Chas.  P.  Boswell  of  Rochester  a  new  athletic 
field  of  three  acres  more.  The  first  dormitory  of  William 
Smith  College,  which  is  to  consist  of  the  remodeled 
Paterson  house,  is  nearing  completion,  and  the  plans 
for  a  second  dormitory  to  be  erected  the  coming  year  are 
at  present  being  prepared  by  the  architect.  The  work 
of  remodeling  the  Patterson  house  has  been  in  charge  of 
Dean  Turk,  who  has  personally  superintended  every 
detail.  Owing  to  his  new  duties  he  has  retired  from  the 
positions  of  Secretary  of  the  Faculty  and  Registrar  of 
the  College,  positions  which  he  faithfully  and  ably  filled, 
and  I  wish  as  President  of  the  College  and  as  a  member 
of  this  Board  to  express  to  Dean  Turk  our  sincere 
appreciation  of  his  painstaking  service  in  endless  matters 
of  detail  and  judgment  and  to  wish  him  every  success 
in  the  new  and  difficult  duties  he  has  undertaken. 
He  will  be  assisted  in  his  work  by  Mrs.  Katharine  M. 
Hussey  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  who  has  just 
been  appointed  House  Mistress  of  the  first  dormitory  of 
William  Smith  College. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  William  Smith  Hall  of  Science 
was  laid  last  June  and  the  corner  stone  of  the  new 
Gymnasium  was  laid  in  November.  The  Biological 
and  Psychological  laboratories  in  the  Hall  of  Science 
will  be  furnished  with  thoroughly  modern  and  com- 
plete equipments.  Professor  Elon  Howard  Eaton,  M.A. 
of  Rochester,  will  have  charge  of  the  department  of 
Biology,  and  Professor  Foster  Partridge  Boswell,  Ph.D. 
of  Harvard  and  an  alumnus  of  Hobart  of  the  class  of 
1 90 1,  will  conduct  the  laboratories  in  Psychology. 
The  President  feels  that  the  Trustees  cannot  be  too 
warmly  congratulated  upon  the  acquisition  of  the  noble 
building  in  which  the  laboratories   are  to  be   housed. 
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It  surpasses  the  President's  most  dazzling  dreams  of 
four  years  back.  At  that  time  all  he  dared  to  hope  for 
was  sufficient  means  to  construct  a  new  dormitory  and 
to  remodel  Geneva  Hall  for  biological  and  psychological 
purposes.  Now  a  handsome  modern  structure,  which 
is  to  be  provided  with  all  the  necessary  appliances  for 
scientific  work,  has  risen  almost  to  its  full  height.  Mr. 
Arthur  C.  Nash  of  New  York  is  the  architect  and  Mr. 
Archibald  B.  Morrison  of  Geneva,  the  contractor,  and 
although  the  building  is  not  yet  complete,  it  has  revealed 
to  every  one  a  beauty  of  form  and  an  honesty  of  con- 
struction which  bid  fair  to  make  it  the  chief  ornament  as 
well  as  the  best  work-shop  of  the  College  campus. 

The    next    building,    which,    as    before 

The  indicated,    I    am    profoundly    thankful 

Gymnasium    to  report  as  in  process  of  construction, 

is  the  Gymnasium.  A  year  ago  only 
twelve  thousand  three  hundred  twenty-five  dollars  had 
been  promised  for  this  purpose,  and  it  looked  at  that 
time  as  if  we  should  be  obliged  to  wait  several  years 
more  before  the  necessary  amount  could  be  procured. 
Last  May,  however,  I  received  through  the  Rev.  Frank 
Howard  Nelson,  S.T.D.,  of  Cincinnati,  a  draft  for  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  actual  donor 
that  the  gift  remain  anonymous.  This  generous  con- 
tribution entitled  us,  in  view  of  preliminary  estimates 
already  made,  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  work  of  calling 
in  subscriptions,  completing  plans  and  awarding  con- 
tracts. But  when  the  bids  were  opened  it  was  dis- 
covered that  even  the  lowest  of  them  exceeded  by 
several  thousand  dollars  the  sum  we  had  in  hand.  No 
contract  for  the  building  was  therefore  awarded,  but 
separate  contracts  for  the  excavation  and  the  laying  of 
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the  foundation  walls  were  made,  with  the  result,  as 
stated  above,  that  the  corner  stone  was  laid  on  November 
15th,  and  the  foundation  almost  finished  when  winter 
set  in. 

On  learning  that  the  bids  were  much  larger  than  we 
had  had  any  reason  to  expect  our  unknown  friend  sent 
us  a  further  draft  of  five  thousand  dollars  with  the  request 
that  the  entire  gift  be  recorded  as  in  memory  of  Charlie 
Rose  Williams.  With  thirty-seven  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  in  hand  we  are  provided 
with  sufficient  funds  to  construct  the  building,  but  we 
still  require  five  thousand  more,  three  for  the  swimming 
pool  and  two  for  the  equipment.  The  President  is 
making  efforts  in  various  directions  to  secure  this  sum 
and  he  hopes  to  see  the  Gymnasium  finished  and  com- 
plete in  every  particular  by  next  September. 

Now  it  is  evident  that  such  additions  to 
Gifts  of  the  Faculty  and  real  estate  of  the 
Money         institution  could  not  have  been  made 

without  money,  and  it  is,  therefore,  the 
pecuniary  gifts  the  College  has  received  to  which  I  next 
beg  leave  to  call  your  attention.  During  the  present 
year  twenty-five  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  has 
been  contributed  to  the  Gymnasium  and  one  thousand 
dollars,  from  Mr.  Powell  Evans,  '88,  has  been  added  to 
the  Endowment  Fund.  To  the  same  fund  five  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars  were  given  by  the  class  of  '82  at  their 
reunion  in  Geneva  at  Commencement  time.  This  act 
of  the  class  of  '82  was  one  of  great  encouragement  to 
the  present  -  administration  and  helped  to  inspire  the 
graduating  festivities  with  more  than  usual  enthusiasm. 
It  is  also  believed  that  this  act  will  serve  as  a  bright 
example  to  the  other  classes  which  are  to  hold  their 
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reunions  in  the  coming  years.  Apropos  of  the  Alumni 
I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  third  annual  sub- 
scription to  the  running  expenses  of  the  College  amounted 
to  four  thousand  two  hundred  thirty  dollars,  and 
although  this  sum  is  five  hundred  dollars  less  than 
that  subscribed  in  the  preceding  year,  yet  when  death 
and  altered  financial  conditions  are  taken  into  account 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  slight  contraction  in  the  total 
figure  is  neither  a  source  of  disheartenment  to  us  nor 
a  sign  of  diminished  interest  on  the  part  of  the  Alumni. 
Indeed,  another  Alumnus  and  an  honored  member  of  this 
board,  Mr.  Chas.  P.  Boswell,  has  this  year  sent  us  two 
thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  purchase  of  the  new 
athletic  field,  whereas  other  Alumni  and  friends  of  the 
College  have  provided  the  sum  of  six  hundred  seventy 
dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  Secretary  to  the 
President.  The  President  gladly  avails  himself  of  this 
opportunity  to  extend  his  heartfelt  gratitude  to  these 
generous  benefactors  and  to  assure  them  that  their 
thoughtful  act  has  materially  lightened  the  arduousness 
of  his  task  and  greatly  facilitated  the  business  of  his 
office.  Such  are  the  gifts  in  money  which  the  College 
has  received  during  the  year  just  passed  and  they 
amount  in  all  to  thirty  three  thousand  and  ninety  dollars. 
Furthermore,  as  we  are  reviewing  in  the  present  report 
not  only  the  events  of  the  last  twelve  months,  but  the 
more  prominent  features  of  the  entire  four  years  and  a 
half  of  the  present  administration,  there  is  appended 
at  this  point  a  statement  in  full  of  the  moneys  received 
by  gift   or  bequest   since  the  Commencement   of  June 


President's  Report,  1907-1908 

Scholarship  Funds   $  32,618.99 

Endowment  Fund 8,835.02 

Gymnasium 37,425.00 

Boswell  Field 3,000.00 

Alumni  Fund 14,142.50 

William  Smith  Foundation 471,500.00 

Special  Donations     4,458.07 


$571,979.58 
The  total  valuation  of  the  property  and  funds  of  the 
College  given  in  the  Treasurer's  report  of  June  1903 
was  $678,583.66.  The  present  total  is  $1,218,940.87, 
an  increase  of  $540,357.21  in  a  little  less  than  five  years. 
The  skill  and  judgment  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  D.  J. 
VanAuken,  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  this 
good  showing,  and  the  President  is  glad  to  recognize  that 
the  work  of  the  last  four  years  and  a  half  could  never 
have  been  accomplished  except  for  Mr.  VanAuken's 
sound  business  sense  and  faithful  service. 

Two  other  valuable  gifts  have  been 
Other  Gifts  made  to  the  College  during  the  past  year. 
The  first,  as  reported  in  the  Alumni 
Bulletin,  of  October,  was  that  of  the  magnificent  library 
of  Mr.  John  Safford  Fiske  of  Alassio,  Italy.  This  gift, 
coming  as  it  does  at  the  inception  of  the  Professorship 
of  Romance  Languages,  is  simply  invaluable  to  the 
work  of  the  College.  It  also  further  enriches  the  Library 
with  many  works  on  art  and  renders  us  more  efficient 
than  ever  for  the  pursuit  and  furtherance  of  culture 
studies.  The  volumes  in  the  Library  now  number 
about  fifty  thousand. 

A  further  beautiful  gift  has  been  received  from  Mrs. 
Mary  Coxe  Bartow.     It  consists  of  a  handsome  silver 
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pitcher,  goblet  and  salver  for  use  in  Coxe   Hall.     The 
salver  bears  the  following  inscription : 

presented  to 

Coxe  Memorial  Hall,  Hobart  College 

in  loving  memory  of 

Arthur  Cleveland  Coxe 

second  bishop  of  western  new  york 

by  his  sister 

Mary  Coxe  Bartow 

Christmas  1907 


PROFESSOR  NASH 

So  far  in  reviewing  the  past  it  has  been  my  agreeable 
duty  to  enumerate  the  acquisitions  of  the  College  and 
to  recount  its  progress.  It  devolves  upon  me  now, 
before  closing  this  section  of  my  report,  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  heavy  loss  the  institution  has  sustained  through 
the  resignation  of  Professor  Francis  Philip  Nash.  Pro- 
fessor Nash  has  done  loyal  service  for  Hobart  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  As  a  faithful  friend  he  has  promoted 
her  welfare  and  as  a  gifted  instructor  he  has  lent  distinc- 
tion to  the  chair  of  Latin  and  gathered  laurels  for  the 
Faculty  and  the  College.  He  has  ever  been  a  courteous 
colleague  and  a  wise  counsellor;  and  although  a  scholar 
by  taste  and  occupation  has  always  exhibited  exceptional 
promptness  and  efficiency  in  all  business  matters  in- 
trusted to  his  care.  He  has  been  a  guide  and  an  inspira- 
tion to  a  long  line  of  Hobart  students  and  they  as  well 
as  we  bewail  his  retirement  from  a  position  which  he  has 
adorned  with  such  rich  graces  of  character  and  such  rare 
gifts  of  mind. 
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THE  FUTURE 

To  a  review  of  the  past  the  President 
Dormitory      naturally  adds  a  brief  sketch  of  what  he 

believes  the  near  future  of  the  College 
will  demand.  Provision  for  that  future  should  be  made 
at  once.  There  should  be  no  pause  in  our  efforts  if 
Hobart  is  to  be  securely  placed  in  the  position  we  desire 
for  her.  There  is  every  prospect  that  the  class  which 
is  to  enter  our  doors  in  September,  1908,  will  be  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  College.  Last  year  the 
dormitory  capacity  of  the  institution  was  taxed  almost 
to  its  full  extent,  and  next  year  we  shall  probably  be 
obliged  to  domicile  some  of  our  students  in  private 
houses  of  the  town.  A  new  dormitory  facing  Medbery 
Hall  and  completing  the  quadrangle  is  therefore  a 
demand  which  must  certainly  be  met  within  two  or 
three  years.  The  President  prays  that  the  Trustees 
will  bear  this  statement  in  mind  and  that  they  will  use 
their  influence  and  avail  themselves  of  their  opportuni- 
ties to  secure  the  necessary  funds. 

A  more  immediate   and  pressing  need 

Physical        than  a  dormitory  is  that  of  a  Physical 

Instructor      Instructor.     The    Gymnasium,    as    has 

been  already  stated,  will  be  completed 
in  September,  but  we  shall  then  require  a  competent 
person  to  take  charge  of  the  physical  training  of  the 
students  and  to  teach  them  that  care  of  their  bodies  and 
that  respect  for  hygiene  which  are  necessary  parts  of 
the  education  and  equipment  of  a  man.  The  President 
feels  that  he  cannot  too  strongly  emphasize  this  need  of 
a  Physical  Instructor,  or  too  urgently  press  it  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Trustees.     It  is  our  clear  and  imperative 
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duty  to  see  that  the  young  men  committed  to  our  charge 
are  properly  instructed  in  the  laws  of  health  and  properly 
assisted  to  obey  them.  It  is  almost  criminal  to  leave 
these  young  men  to  their  own  devices  or  their  own 
makeshift  expedients.  To  render  them  good  students 
and  efficient  citizens  they  should  be  helped  to  be  physi- 
cally fit.  Each  one  of  them  should  receive  on  entering 
College  a  thorough  medical  examination  and  should 
have  such  exercise  prescribed  and  enforced  as  his  parti- 
cular condition  demands.  The  grind  should  be  com- 
pelled to  educate  his  muscles  and  to  strengthen  his 
bodily  functions  whereas  the  athlete  should  be  restrained 
from  those  physical  indiscretions  and  excesses  which 
not  infrequently  lead  to  premature  breakdown  and  decay. 
The  proper  performance  of  this  work  demands  of  course 
a  competent  instructor  and  it  ought  to  be  the  fixed 
determination  of  this  Board  to  provide  such  an  officer 
for  the  coming  year.  By  hook  or  by  crook  this  should 
be  done.  Not  a  College  in  the  land  worthy  of  the  name 
is  without  the  services  of  such  a  teacher  and  we  owe  it 
to  the  good  name  of  old  Hobart,  the  welfare  of  our 
students  and  our  own  self  respect  that  this  crying  defect 
in  our  education  be  instantly  made  good. 

One  other  need  must  be  supplied  and 
Salaries  of  that  right  soon,  if  the  future  of  the 
Professors      College  is  to  realize  our  present  hopes. 

Not  to  mince  matters,  the  salaries  of  the 
professors  are  far  below  their  deserts  as  well  as  the 
requirements  of  a  proper  maintenance.  As  every  one 
knows,  the  cost  of  living  has  greatly  increased  during 
the  last  few  years,  whereas  Hobart  salaries  have 
remained  at  the  old  low  mark.  In  my  first  report  I 
urged  that  efforts  be  made  so  to  enlarge  the  Endowment 


President's  Report,  1907-1908  13 

Fund  of  the  College  as  to  provide  for  a  fitting  remunera- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Faculty.  Every  day  it  is 
growing  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  or  keep  competent 
men  at  the  figures  we  are  able  to  offer.  The  professors 
themselves  make  many  selfdenials  and  show  an  excellent 
spirit  in  doing  endless  things  to  save  the  College  money ; 
things  which  they  do  out  of  love  for  their  work  and  which 
should  be  done  for  them  by  the  authorities  in  charge. 
Only  last  summer  Dean  Durfee  and  Professor  Bacon 
built  with  their  own  hands  a  new  room  in  the  Physical 
Laboratory  and  constructed  the  necessary  cabinets  for 
the  laboratory  apparatus.  It  was  with  such  work  as 
this  that  the  time  of  these  two  professors  was  occupied 
during  the  long  vacation.  Such  facts  the  President 
has  felt  it  his  bounden  duty  to  communicate  to  the 
Trustees,  for  it  remains  with  him  to  see  that  the  Trustees 
have  a  proper  comprehension  of  the  situation  of  affairs. 
It  will  not  do  to  assemble  here  year  after  year  and  take 
no  active  steps  to  secure  the  welfare  and  maintain  the 
efficiency  of  the  Faculty.  The  Faculty  do  the  chief 
work  of  the  College  and  this  fact  should  at  least  be 
recognized  by  the  payment  of  a  living  wage.  The 
President,  therefore,  advises  that  a  committee  composed 
of  men  who  will  be  willing  to  do  some  hard  work  be 
immediately  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
endowments  of  professorships.  There  are  several  chairs, 
as  for  example  that  of  Greek,  which  are  without  a  name, 
and  in  the  estimation  of  the  President  it  would  be  well 
for  the  Trustees  to  fix  some  sum  upon  the  receipt  of 
which  they  would  be  ready  to  designate  a  professorship 
with  the  name  of  the  donor.  I,  therefore,  suggest  the 
adoption  of  such  a  plan  and  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  carry  it  out.     Nothing  is  more  difficult  to 
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obtain  than  money  for  general  endowment,  but  by  the 
acceptance  of  the  suggestion  made  above  some  definite 
and  tangible  object  will  be  offered  to  those  who  are 
disposed  to  give,  as  well  as  some  equally  definite  and 
tangible  object  afforded  for  the  committee  to  achieve. 

Such,  Gentlemen,  are  the  urgent  needs  which  the 
immediate  future  of  the  College  brings  home  to  us.  We 
have  every  reason  to  be  encouraged  by  the  progress 
that  has  been  made,  but  just  on  this  account  we  have 
also  every  reason  so  to  bestir  ourselves  that  the  advant- 
ages we  have  gained  be  neither  lost  nor  diminished  and 
the  advantages  we  hope  for  secured. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Langdon  C.  Stewardson. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  January  21,  1908: 

Resolved,  That  that  portion  of  the  President's 
report  which  relates  to  a  Physical  Instructor  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  President. 
The  President  hereupon  appointed  as  such  committee 
Messrs.  Wheat,  Graves  and  Boswell. 

Resolved,  That  that  portion  of  the  President's 
report  which  relates  to  the  Endowment  of  Professorships 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President.  The  President  hereupon  appointed  as 
juch  committee  Messrs.  John  K.  Walker,  Smith  and 
Cornell. 


APPEAL 

FOR  COPIES  OF  HOBART  PUBLICATIONS 

In  order  properly  to  fill  out  its  sets,  the  College  is  in 
need  of  the  following  issues  of  Hobart  publications: 


Catalogue:     1837-38,     1838-39,     1844-45,    1848-49, 
1850-51,  1864-65,  1880-81. 


Echo:  Vols.  I-XI  (Classes  of  1857-1872)  inclusive; 
Vols.  XXI  (Class  of  1882),  XXXV  (Class  of  1897), 
XXXIX  (Class  of  1 901),  XL  (Class  of  1902),  XLI  (Class 
of  1903). 


Herald:  Vols.  I-VI  (1877-1885)  inclusive,  any  num- 
bers; Vol.  VII  (1885-86),  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  7;  Vol.  VIII 
(1886-87),  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  5,  7;  Vol.  IX  (1887-88),  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5;  Vol.  X  (1888-89),  Nos.  3,  s,  8,  9;  Vol.  XI 
(1889-90),  Nos.  5,  10;  Vol.  XVI  (1894-95)  Nos.  1,  6,  10; 
Vol.  XVII  (1895-96),  No.  1;  Vol.  XVIII  (1896-97),  No. 
8;  Vol.  XXII  (1900-01),  No.  3.  The  deficiencies  in  Vols. 
I-VII  (1877-86)  and  XVI  (1894-95)  are  especially 
serious. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  anyone  who  is  in  a  position 
to  do  so  will  send  the  above  mentioned  issues  (any 
numbers,  however  scattering,  will  be  useful)  to  the 
Librarian  of  the  College,  Dr.  Charles  D.  Vail. 
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